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Sri Lanka Ecotourism Foundation
(SLEF) celebrates its

11t anniversary in 2009.

For more information please visit our

web sites; www.ecotourismsrilanka.net
-www.ecotourssrilanka.com

Sri Lanka Ecotourism Foundation (SLEF), established in 1998,
is the pioneer National Ecotourism Organization in Sri Lanka,
provides support services for local communities to participate in
Community Based Ecotourism Enterprises (CBEs). The primary
focus of SLEF is the sociocultural and socioeconomic development
of rural communities in Sri Lanka through CBE operations. From its
inception, SLEF has dedicated in promotion of ecotourism as a tool
for poverty alleviation and sustainable community development in
Sri Lanka.

During past 11 years SLEF has been committed to;

* Assure economic benefits to uplift the living standards of the rural
communities in Sri Lanka through ecotourism. « SLEF encourages
private and public sector participation in developing ecotourism
business ventures which incorporates community benefits.

* Preserving of age-old cultural heritage and values of Sri Lanka
society through the development of ecotourism. « Conserving the
environment and biodiversity hotspots in Sri Lanka through best
practices of ecotourism. ¢ Disseminating information, conduct
research, training and academic programmes on sustainable
development and ecotourism to the visiting tourists and the general
public of Sri Lanka.

Ecotourism and Community Camping in Sri Lanka

poor communities often see ecotourism as one of the few
livelihoods open for them. Communities, whose members are
living in poverty, invariably find their young people migrate to urban
centers because of the decline in traditional industries such as
agriculture and fishing. Ecotourism can prevent this urban drift and
provide an essential alternative income”

The SLEF is of the view that Community Camping is an ideal tool
to provide economic benefits to the communities living around
the tourism generating areas and places with scenic beauty and
natural attractions of Sri Lanka. As mentioned above, Ecotourism
should use as a tool to alleviate poverty in the tourism generating
areas. SLEF is of the view; ecotourism should assure economic
justification to the community living around the nature, wildlife and
adventure sites through ecotourism activities. Then the community
will in turn support in preserving and developing social and cultural
values of the area through ecotourism. Ecotourism should make
them aware and motivate the community in the area to preserve
the natural resources and the biodiversity in appreciation of the
economic returns the community receive through ecotourism
operations. Because, poor communities often see ecotourism as
one of the few livelihoods open to them. Communities, whose
members are living in poverty, invariably find their young people
migrate to urban centers because of the decline in traditional
industries such as agriculture and fishing. Ecotourism can prevent
this urban drift and provide an essential alternative income. In
this exercise, Community Based Ecotourism Enterprises (CBEs)
play the most important role within any ecotourism product or an
experience. The concept of Community Based Ecotourism brings
valuable meaning to the principles of ecotourism, without which the
term itself can just be a buzzword. The true meaning of ecotourism
can be found if it only incorporates the concepts of Community
Based Ecotourism in to the product. Community Based Ecotourism
Enterprises (CBEs) are the base to develop genuine ecotourism
fabric in a country.

COMMUNITY CAMPING

is possible in anywhere in Sri Lanka, anytime, without a much
hassles such as big investments and infrastructure. During last
few years, the SLEF was promoting Community Camping in many
parts of tourism generating areas in Sri Lanka. The SLEF first
introduced Community Camping at Kiralakelle Wetlands, Matara
as far back as in 2003. Then in Ranpathwila, off Galgamuwa,

Arugambay in the Eastern Province and the latest in Bundala
National Park area in Hambantota District. More new Community
Camping sites are to be started very soon. The uniqueness of
these programme are, all these Community Camping programs are
operated by the Community Based Ecotourism Enterprises (CBEs)
in the rural villages, thus assuring total income for the community
groups. In conventional or luxury camping operated by mainstream
tourism operators in and around of national parks or cultural areas,
the community gets very little income only as ‘Labourers’ . Under
the Community Camping, communities are the ‘Owners’ of the
camping business. Community Camping is the only alternative to
encourage the ecotourists to stay overnight or longer in the natural
areas as they could experience a genuine ecotourism experience
interacting with the communities.

Model Community Camping Programme at Bundala;
the newest initiative

Recently, the SLEF in association with CARE International,
Hambatota, initiated a very successful Community Camping
Programme at Bundala National Park area, Hambantota. These
sort of Community Camping programmes could be initiated and
replicated in all tourism generating areas in Sri Lanka, including
National Parks, Protected areas, Rainforests, Beaches, Cultural
sites, Hill country or any area that presents natural beauty and
scenic attractions. The Bundala Community Camping site is fully
owned and operated by a group of youth from the area under the
guidance of the Community Leaders of Bundala Village and the
National Park officials.

Aims and Objectives of the Community Camping
Programme at Bundala

« Assure socioeconomic benefits to the communities living around
the Bundala National Park and open up more avenues for Income
Generating Activities (IGA) to the Bundala Village « To promote
Ecotourism, Heritage Tourism, Community Based Tourism,
Community camping and research and training programme related
to wildlife and bird-watching ¢« Enhance the institutional capacity
of the community organizations ¢ Dedicated to environmental and
biodiversity Conservation of the area « To support Department of
Wildlife Conservation in its efforts in wildlife and environmental
conservation * Fix sign boards in selected areas along the Weligatta-
Kirinda road to educate the motorists as there are instances where
many animals are killed by the motorists

In a community camping programmes, visitors could enjoy the
nature at its best as they are guided by the community who
posesses sound knowledge of the area. In ecotourism, the
ecotourists wish to make sure whether the money spend by them
supports the community.

Sri Lanka Ecotourism Foundation regularly monitors the camping
programme and provides necessary guidelines and training to the
community groups. The SLEF identified the following ecotourism
activities that could offer the visitors to the Bundala Community
Camping site.

Ecotourism activities possible at the Camping Site, Bundala

» Home stay, Camping, Ecolodges/Tree houses accommodation

« Trekking/walking through the village and wildlife nature trails

« Wildlife Safari (by jeeps) and walks in the nature trails

» Bird watching (Avitoruism) « Agro-tourism/organic farming,
demonstration on rural farming, animal husbandry and chena
(Slash and burn), and open fire cooking ¢ Culture, Heritage and
spiritual tourism Visits to cultural festivals, archaeological, historical
and religious sites in the area ¢ Study and Research of Human
elephant conflict, Biodiversity, birds life, Marine Ecotourism, geo
tourism « Indigenous ayurvedic practices, ‘Weda Gedara’ concept
(for wellness tourism) « Turtle watching in situ « Canoeing, boating,
rafting in the lagoons to see wildlife and birds « Sea Kayaking

« Cycling in the village tracks ¢ Fishing and angling in sea, lagoons
and village tanks using traditional fishing rods ¢ Cross-cultural
activities/events « Observation/study of flora and fauna in the
surroundings ¢ Promote Tree/Mangrove planting at the Bundala
National Park ¢ Conduct regular awareness programmes for
school children and other environmentally conscious groups on
ecotourism, wildlife. bird-watching, biodiversity conservations in
and around Bundala National Park
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Office; 17, Atsumi Holiday Resort, Thuduwa, Madapatha,

Sri Lanka Telephone: +94 (11) 4920344 Fax; + (94 11)
2706433 Mobile; + (94 777) 631334 Email: sleco@
sltnet.lk Web site: www ecotourismsrilanka.net www.
ecotourssrilanka.com www.ecotourslk.com
JUST IMAGINE WHAT A RANGE OF ACTIVITIES THE COMMUNITY
COULD OFFER FOR A DISCERNING ECOTOURIST THROUGH
SIMPLE COMMUNITY CAMPING. THE TOURISM AUTHORITIES

COULD EASILY PROMOTE THIS SORT OF COMMUNITY CAMPING
IN ALL PARTS OF SRI LANKA. COMMUNITY CAMPING PACKAGES

ARE VERY AFFORDABLE AND REASONABLE FOR THE VISITOR

WHEN COMPARE TO TRADITIONAL CAMPING PACAKAGES
OPERATED BY MAIN STREAM TOUR OPERATORS. THE MOST
IMPORTANT FACT IS THE TOTAL INCOME OF THE COMMUNITY
CAMPING GOES DIRECTLY TO THE COMMUNITY WELFARE




